
Jenuary 7, 1963 

Dr. John 2. Bouatr 
c/o Dean Hor I 1 
Kyoto University Mcdlcal School 
Kyoto, Jcpcn 

Deer John: 

Esther end I were vary plsssad to hear your cheerful und busy mcsscges 
and are hcppy that you are settling in so well In Kyoto. Our best wishes 
to Imogene and yourself for the remainder of your visl t. 

I would likeo to impose on you for a very considcrcbie fcvor, but only on 
the basis that you ccn mcncgo It without taking too much of your time and 
cf fort. Please Iat me know if tMre Is any aspect of this that you wouId 
prefer not to undertckc, as I could very rccdlly undsrstcnd it. What I 3 
would like to ask of you Is a bit of scouting on a member of the staff at cz 
Kyoto with whan I have had scme correspmdence, but have not mat, Dr. Junlchl 
Nomura, In the Department of Neuropsychictry. Nanurc wcs recomncnded to me 

F 

by Dr. Osamu Hayrishi In the Biochemistry Depcrtmcnt, who is a frcqucnt 
r .- 

visitor at the NIH and whom I do know slightly, We Cre starting a naw pro- -i 
grcm in naurobiochemistry in our department. About eighteen months hance c’h 
Dr. Eric Shooter 1s returning from the Biochemistry Dcpcrtment at the Univer- 
sity of London to take up a position here to take charga of this line of 
research. Eleantima, howaver, I have gotten a laboratory started in hopes of 
gaining more tlma on the problem end have only just -- after considerable 
sxsspsrat ion! -- gottan NlH support grant support I aftar sane dalay, to 
undarwri ta tha work. Sane while ago whan I was In a mora axubarent mood, I 
mcda soma tentative aanmitmants about having Ncmurs coma over for a ya.ar or 
two to halp get us gofng on this program avcm bafora Shooter arrived. How- 
aver, I have spent swuch of my anargy in an unanticipated way in getting 
this orgenirsd that i am inclined to ba rather more cautious than before 
about undertaking the responsibility of overlooking the work, and it is for 
this raason that 1 would lika to ask you to somehow arragga to intervlaw 

Nomura and giva ma your impressions of him. i have no spatial concarn about 
his technical qualifications, on which I can rely entlraly on Hayaishl’s 
rafaranca, but I would ba very much interested to have your impressions 8bOUt 
Nomura’s personal charccter, with special amphasls on how easy it would ba to 
carmuniceta with him and how wall he would fit into a laboratory in a U.S. 
nadical School where I would nut be able to spand more than a faw hours a 
week in looking ovar his work. Frankly, and 1 trust you wi Ii not maker a 
point of broadcasting this, ona of the principcP1 motives in continuing to try 
to get him hara is thet Dave Hamburg, who heads our Psychiatry Department, 1 s 
in fact assiduously looking for people wlth tha general kind of training that 
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t&aura mpresants for staffing his own depcrtmant, so that one of the 
gmarcl judgmants I would 1 Ike to get your opinlcm about is how we1 t 
Wcmatrc, with c yecr or two of cddltioncl expcriancb, would ba likaly to 
ackc out cs a mr of a madlccl school faculty haire. I raclize tharc 
will of course ba other canpltcetions, but these cm mother aratter. 

1 just do not know whap else I ccn ask who wwtd be cble to racct within 
c fairly short tima in decilng with this problem, end there is soma 
urgcmcy about Ot, cspaciclly from Homum’s aar stcndpoint. So cnythlng 
y+m could de along this lirm with sam discretion would be very much 
cppraclcted. 

With best wlshas for tha Mew Year, 

siftcera1y, 

Joshua LsBerberg 
Professor of Gartst its 


